I am a cancer doctor (medical oncologist), and an owner of cancer clinics with other physician partners. I have just begun a leave of absence from my practice, to run for Governor of Oregon, and this is the first time that I have sought public office. Our clinics are fully ADA compliant, and we do not in any way discriminate against people with disabilities in their care, or in their employment. Our campaign has been inclusive to all of our supporters.
More than anything else, I believe in the dignity of work for all Oregonians. Having work to do, and access to basic health care services, are the major social determinants of health. People with disabilities may require extra help in order to achieve the dignity of work. They may require assistance to obtain secure and safe housing, ideally in a home residence. They may require assistance with transportation. Employers should be encouraged to hire those with disabilities thru financial incentives provided by the government, if necessary. All Oregonians, with or without disabilities, should have access to no/low cost education/training to improve their opportunities for work. Social services should be constructed to always reward work over not working, except for the most severely disabled, who may not be able to work. I support partial loan guarantees, tax credits, and enterprise zones as mechanisms to improved small business start-ups for all Oregonians.
We need to have oversight, and vigorous investigation, to prevent abuse, including sexual abuse, of all people, and especially the vulnerable disabled.
In summary, we need to have a governor, and a government, who cares deeply about the fortunes of disabled Oregonians, who views them as equals and valuable members of Oregon’s family, and will do everything necessary to ensure that our disabled Oregonians are safe and enjoy productive and prosperous lives.


